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SUBJECT: REMOVAL OF DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER DIGGS FROM OFFICE 

1 . IN A SURPRISE ANNOUNCEMENT ON DECEMBER 3 1 PRESIDENT TOLBERT 
DISMISSED DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER H. LAFAYETTE DIGGS. DIGGS' 

DISMISSAL APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN INSTIGATED BY FOREIGN MINISTER 
DENNIS OVER ALLEGEDLY IRREGULAR RENT PAYMENTS IN LAGOS BY DIGGS 
DURING HIS SERVICE AS AMBASSADOR TO NIGERIA FROM 1973 TO 1975. 
ACCORDING TO GOL SOURCES, THE ISSUE OF THE ALLEGED MISAPPROPRIATION 
OF GOL FUNDS WAS RAISED BY DENNIS AT THE DECEMBER 31 CABINET 
MEETING. DURING THE MEETING TOLBERT APPARENTLY SENT FOR DIGGS 

TO PRESENT HIS SIDE OF THE STORY. HAVING FAILED TO LOCATE 
DIGGS WITHIN TWO HOURS, THE PRESIDENT DRAFTED A LETTER REMOVING 
THE DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER FROM OFFICE FOR (ACCORDING TO THE SUNDAY 
EXPRESS), MANIFESTING "GROSS IRRESPONSIBLE ... THAT HAS CAUSED 
GREAT FINANCIAL LOSS AND CONSIDERABLE HUMILIATION AND 
EMBARRASSMENT TO THE GOVERNMENT." 

2. COMMENT: DIGGS HAS AN EXCELLENT REPUTATION BOTH FOR 
EFFICIENCY AND FOR RELATIVE HONESTY AND WAS SEEN AS ONE OF THE 
MOST CAPABLE MEMBERS OF THE FOREIGN MINISTRY. DENNIS' MOTIVES 
IN REPORTEDLY RAISING THE ISSUE BOTH IN A LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT 
AND AT THE NEW YEARS EVE CABINET MEETING ARE UNCLEAR. 
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